Divisional Roads Manager

Roads Service 

Eastern Division

4 Hospital Road

BELFAST

BT8 8JL                                                                             December 2009

Dear Sir / Madam,

A55 KNOCK ROAD, BELFAST

I wish to object to the scheme for the widening of the A55 between Knockmount Park and Cherryvalley, Belfast, as set out in the proposals published by DRD Roads Service on 11 November 2009. 

I am of the view that the proposed scheme is fundamentally flawed and will therefore be unable to deliver the objectives it seeks to achieve.

My concerns are as follows:

Congestion

It is claimed that the proposed widening to two lanes in each direction will ease congestion on this section of the road. My contention is that the primary cause of congestion in this area is the fact that there are signal - controlled junctions in close proximity on this short section of road: at Sandown Road/ Shandon Park and at King’s Road, with a further signalled – controlled junction nearby at the Upper Newtownards Road. Delays result from the slow progress of peak traffic flow through these junctions, rather than along the section of road which, under the slow speeds experienced at peak times, effectively and adequately provides two lanes without the planned widening. 

Moreover, increasing congestion is being experienced during the afternoon period as a result of the lack of capacity for traffic turning right into the King’s Road (Dundonald direction). The proposed scheme does not address this problem.

Unacceptable consequences on neighbouring residential roads
The scheme is insufficient in that no consideration appears to have been given to the impact on the neighbouring roads at Shandon Park, Kensington Road, and Cherryvalley. Roads Service have recognised that these are residential roads, designed to service householders living in this long-established residential area. These roads are narrow, twisting and with limited sight lines.

The provision of permanent right turn facilities as envisaged by the scheme will only serve to drive commuter traffic off the strategic road network, as they encounter increasing congestion at the King’s Road junction in particular. I have serious concerns that the proposed permanent right turn facilities will primarily serve to siphon off through-commuter traffic from the strategic road network at peak times. The scheme, as designed, appears to be more about relieving the pressure at the A55 / King’s Road junction, rather than facilitating access by residents into the Shandon / Kensington / Cherryvalley area.

The proposed scheme does not appear to have included any assessment of this impact; nor any attempt to produce an engineering solution to prevent it happening. 

This failure to address the impact on neighbouring residential roads is a glaring omission. It stands in stark contrast to the work undertaken during earlier A55 road widening schemes to ameliorate the impact on the residential areas of Knockdene Park/ Hawthornden Road / Wandsworth Road.

Creation of additional road safety hazards 

This scheme provides widened carriageway that will only serve to invite cars to drive more quickly at off-peak times when the road is less busy. The natural change in road environment currently experienced by drivers travelling through this built-up area presented by the physical narrowing of the carriageway, in particular for traffic coming down the steep hill towards the Shandon Park junction, will be lost. 

The proposal to retain this section of road at 30 mph is appropriate given the number of houses fronting directly on to the road, and the emerging residential roads at Knockvale Park, Knockcastle Park, Kensington Road, and Cherryvalley. However, it is entirely implausible to expect off-peak traffic to self-limit to 30mph when the road is being engineered to make it comparable with the nearby sections of the A55 – all of which have higher speed limits of 40, 50 and 60 mph.   

My fear is that a much greater road safety hazard for residential traffic entering and exiting this section of road is being created by physically encouraging off-peak traffic to speed through the area in excess of the recommended urban speed limit.

Call for a Public Inquiry

I consider that the above points clearly and sufficiently demonstrate that this proposed road scheme is not fit for purpose. They illustrate that the very significant impacts which have not been assessed and that the solution offered by this scheme is entirely inadequate. Indeed, I would contend that this proposed scheme is worse than the status quo.

Accordingly, I wish to register my strong objection to this scheme.  I also request that a Statutory Public Inquiry is held to enable these, and the wide range of other objections, to be considered in a transparent way.

Yours faithfully

