RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION OF CHERRYVALLEY, KENSINGTON AND SHANDON

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 23 MARCH 2009
APOLOGIES

The Rt. Hon. Peter Robinson MP MLA, Cllr. Naomi Long MLA, Graham Harvey, Donald Henry, Rosemary Wallace, Harry Wallace, Helen Anketell, George Bond.

PRESENT

Guests - Lord Wallace Browne MP MLA, Cllr Sir Reg Empey MLA, Cllr Robin Newton MLA,

Cllr David Rodway, Cllr. Michael Copeland, Keith Haslett (NI Water), Stephen Pollock,

Colin Kelly, Paul King, all DRD/Roads Service), Insp Angus Mairs, Sgt Paul McKimm (PSNI)

Local residents,

Committee Members: Ian Ratcliffe (Chair), Heather O'Brien, Richard O'Brien, Nuala McKinley, Graeme Hamilton, Peter Barbour, Michael Lockyer, Iris Nesbitt, Peter McQuillan.

OPENING REMARKS

The Chairman welcomed residents and guests to the Meeting.

KENSINGTON FLOOD ALLEVIATION SCHEME

Keith Haslett of NI Water presented details of the Scheme to the meeting.

Two rotten trees had been removed, and a replanting programme is to be agreed with Belfast City Council and DRD Roads Service.

The Scheme is due to be completed in November 2009.  A discussion took place, with questions from residents.

Sir Reg Empey asked about the relationship between this Scheme and development in the area.  He asked if developers have made any contribution to the cost of the Scheme, and if this is taken into account when N.I. Water are examining planning applications.

Mr Haslett confirmed that developers make a contribution to the costs of this type of work.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Haslett for his very clear presentation.

A55 ROAD WIDENING SCHEME

Stephen Pollock of DRD updated residents of progress to date.

He explained that the preferred Scheme was for a four-lane road with a central median, with right turning facilities, wider footpaths, and cycle ways. There will also be a link road between Ascot Park and Shandon Park.  

Consultants are currently working on the design and Environmental Assessment.  An Environmental Statement is to be published, and traffic modeling will be done.  Further traffic surveys will be carried out when the Traffic Calming Scheme is complete.

Detailed plans will be published in October 2009, together with Vesting Orders and other statutory documentation.  There will then be a formal opportunity for the public to comment.

Information days will be held in the Stormont Hotel. These will be advertised in the local press, and leaflets delivered to every house in the area.  If there is a high degree of concern, there is a possibility of a Public Inquiry, possibly in Spring 2010.  Currently, funding for the Scheme will not be available until 2012/2013.

TRAFFIC CALMING

Paul King of DRD told those present that the Scheme was largely complete, apart from the planned pinch point at 55-57 Kensington Road.  It was now proposed to install a road hump at the location, and replace the road hump at 130 Shandon Park with a pinch point.

Residents in this area will be consulted prior to the Scheme alteration being advertised.

Michael Copeland referred to the meeting in Knock Presbyterian Church Hall, when the Scheme was introduced and explained in detail to residents.  He had specifically raised the matter of this pinch point, and had been assured then that no changes would take place.  

The Chairman asked for assurances that the amended Scheme will be completed.  Paul King said that previous objections having been set aside, the chances are that any further objections will be similarly dealt with.

A further discussion took place, with various questions from residents.  Paul King gave his assurance that the existing pinch point at 135 Shandon Park will remain in place.

The Chairman asked if Kensington Road residents who were present had any objection to the change of pinch point at 55-57 Kensington Road. One resident objected to this change.

PROPOSED A55 KNOCK ROAD WIDENING SCHEME

Stephen Pollock confirmed that the speed limit on this section of the road will remain at 30mph.  A resident commented that it will be very difficult to impose this speed limit on a four lane road, and that a serious enforcement issue could arise.

The Chairman asked how DRD Roads Service propose to encourage traffic to travel on the A55 and use the Kings Road junction,  instead of cutting through our area.

A resident if proper account would be taken of archaeology in the area to be excavated for the Scheme.  Stephen Pollock assured the meeting that this would be done.

A question was asked about the various speed limits on the A55 Ring Road.  Mr Pollock said that the Scheme should improve safety, and provide a consistent standard of road.

Questions were asked about proposed right turn facilities into Shandon Park, Kensington Road, and Cherryvalley.  The Chairman pointed out that 4,000 vehicles a day currently used the Shandon Park/Kensington Road route, and we did not want any increase.

A resident referred to the Scheme options, and asked why Options A, B, and C were discarded in favour of Option D.  Stephen Pollock said that Option D provided best value for money, and that any concerns could be raised at any future Public Inquiry.

Residents felt that the A55 Scheme should not result in an increase in traffic through the area, and that there is a need to separate residential traffic from strategic traffic.

There was a concern that our residential roads may be used as a safety valve to take traffic off the A55.  Stephen Pollock told the residents that they will be working closely with Traffic Calming on this, and that additional measures could be used in the future.

Michael Copeland asked if DRD were planning to produce a computer generated model, and was told that they did not, since in past experience, they have not proved believable.

The Chairman thanked Paul King and Stephen Pollock on behalf of the members.

POLICING AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Inspector Angus Mairs spoke on Neighbourhood Policing, and talked about the Community Engagement Strategy.

The first public of PACT (Police, Partners, and Community together) will be held in St. Mark's Hall on Tuesday 31 March.

He explained the structure of PACT, where the public meeting will be followed by a meeting of the PACT Panel, where the issues raised will be discussed.

In addition, there will be an Active Citizen's Network meeting on 24 March in Stormont Presbyterian Church.  The Active Citizen's Network will deal with more local issues.

Inspector Mairs told those present that the local Neighbourhood officers keep in regular contact with our Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.

There was a discussion on burglaries, when Inspector Mairs explained that he was vary much aware of frustrations caused by the current policy on charging of alleged offenders.  His officers are now trying to have  ASBO orders served on specific individuals.

A resident from Kensington Road spoke of problems with vehicles parking outside his property, and his disappointment with the police response.  Leaflets on this subject had previously been distributed.  

Another Kensington Road resident had experienced similar problems, again with vans at a development site blocking the footpath.  He asked if any Penalty Charge Notices have been issued.

The Inspector pointed that under our current legislation, it is not an offence to park on the footpath. It is, however, an offence to obstruct the footpath.

A PSNI Crime Prevention Officer spoke about the free service offered by PSNI for householders.  

The Chairman thanked Inspector Mairs and his officers for their attendance.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the previous AGM were adopted.

The Chairman read his report.

Cliff Radcliffe thanked the Chairman on behalf of the members.

ELECTIONS

The Chairman vacated the Chair.  The Secretary confirmed that the Committee was willing to stand for re-election.

The re-election en bloc was proposed, seconded, and passed unanimously.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked Shandon Park Golf for the use of their facilities, and declared the Meeting closed.

__________

