Meeting between Residents of Shandon Park/Kensington Road and Representatives from DOE Roads Service Translink & Local Police ​

Wednesday 8 November 2006
Present: Approximately 40+ residents, Councillor Hughes, Councillor Copeland, 2 Representatives from Translink, Stephen Pollock & Roy Gordon from DOE Roads, Inspector Lindsay & 2 Neighbourhood police from Strandtown Police station.

The discussion focused on the following areas - Bus Service, Volume & Speed of Traffic through Shandon Park/Kensington Road & Widening of A55.

1.
Bus Service

Translink advised that all bus routes had been revised and uneconomical ones withdrawn as was the case with Shandon Park. A resident of Shandon Park however produced a letter which advised that the Shandon Park route was withdrawn due to infrastructural reasons. Translink admitted that this was the case. They said that they could perhaps provide an off-peak service but this would require funding which they do no have.

Councillor Hughes asked if the funding would have to come from Government & was advised that this was the case. Councillor Hughes will take this forward by lobbying the Minister concerned.
2.
Volume & Speed of Traffic through Shandon Park/Kensington Road

Roy Gordon, Traffic Engineer for Belfast advised that a survey was currently being carried out at the request of Dr Toal of Kensington Road. The results were not yet known although this was undertaken during the school half term break. Every survey is given a score & based on this a priority is given to carry out traffic calming measures. The main traffic calming measures that the DOE use are speed ramps & improving the capacity of the outer rings (Gilnahirk/A55). Various other options were discussed such as extending the survey throughout Shandon Park/Kensington Road, making a one way system, blocking off part of Shandon Park & many residents expressed their views with regard to these.

Roy Gordon advised that it would be better if we wrote to DOE Roads & summarised our issues. They would then review them & look at the various options for the Shandon/Kensington/Cherryvalley area as a whole.

Police

Inspector Lindsay advised that this was the first time he was aware of a traffic problem within the area. He has 2 motorcycle police available who will carry out speed checks in the area which will now be a designated area in relation to speeding. He introduced Anne & Andrea who are the local neighbourhood police & are interested in pursuing neighbourhood watch schemes. They can be contacted on telephone number 90901780.

 There is a Community Police Liaison Committee which holds regular meetings with various residents groups.

3.
Widening of A55
Stephen Pollock is the engineer responsible for the A55 widening. He advised that there had been consultation days on 7 & 8 June 2006. These had been advertised in the local press &

leaflets distributed to houses at the lower end of Shandon Park only. The Chief Executives of Belfast City Council & Castlereagh Council plus their councillors were also advised.

The Public Consultation leaflet was distributed at the meeting which outlined the 3 options:

Four lane single carriageway

Four lane single carriageway with right turning facilities (i.e. into Shandon Park 24/7) Dual carriageway.

The favoured option seems to be option 2 which means there would be a third lane coming down the hill to the Shandon Park junction allowing traffic to turn right into Shandon Park 24/7 thereby increasing the volume again. Also the Ascot Park junction exiting onto the dual carriageway would be closed & there would be a slip road into Shandon Park from Ascot Park for the traffic to exit to the carriageway.

Stephen Pollock indicated that he would be willing to outline the options in detail when we held our next meeting.

Next Steps

1. Gather residents views on the roads issues / A55 widening. 
2. Form a committee of approximately 10 people (5 from Shandon Park & 5 from Kensington Road) to collate views & forward a letter to DOE Roads Service.

3. Lobby Minister in relation to the provision of a bus service.
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It is now time for the residents of this area to voice their objections to the current volume of traffic & to the DOE proposals for the future. We need to stop any further deterioration of the area from traffic.

