Residents’ Association of Cherryvalley, Kensington and Shandon

Minutes of the Association Meeting on Monday 11 June 2007

 held in Shandon Park Golf Club at 7.00p.m.

Chairman: Ian Ratcliffe 

Committee attendees: Nuala McKinley, Richard O’Brien, Peter Barbour, Iris Nesbitt, Mike Lockyer, Gerry Hodgett, Norma Moore, Peter McQuillan, David Hewitt.

The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Naomi Long MLA (Alliance), Cllr. Mervyn Jones (Alliance) and Gareth McKeown (PSNI Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer)

Apologies received from: Cllr.Michael Copeland, Cllr. Sir Reg Empey MLA, Cllr.Robin Newton MLA, Cllr. Rosaleen Hughes, George Bond, and Heather Gordon. 

Minutes of last meeting on 22 March 2007 were unanimously accepted –proposed by Mike Lockyer and seconded by Richard O’Brien

Chairman updated the meeting on the following issues:

A new committee member, Norma Moore, had recently been co-opted, but the Committee was still under-represented in respect of the Cherryvalley area.

Sub committees had been set up to deal with 5 key areas- traffic, planning, Translink, Neighbourhood Watch and environment

Since last meeting, the Association’s profile had been raised through one to one contacts having been established with political parties and with other residents groups; also, the interview on BBC Talkback programme successfully raised traffic issues and concerns re the proposed widening of the A55.

Payment of association membership fees was encouraged.

Those present were reminded that they could keep up to date with progress by visiting the website at www.racks.org.uk 

Translink- Richard O’Brien advised that the Consumer Council had been contacted and they had agreed to take forward a case on behalf of Norma Moore. Norma explained that, from a disabled persons perspective, she had a number of concerns, primarily, that frequency of the bus service had declined with 3 bus routes running through the area 8 years ago, but now there was only one, and that some of the scheduled buses did not arrive; a trip to the Holywood Arches required 2 bus trips; there were often obstructions on the pavements in the form of parked cars which made it difficult to get safely to the bus stop. Iris Nesbitt suggested there was a need for an east/west bus perhaps serving the university area to assist students and those taking classes. The meeting was asked how many would use buses if the service was improved- a show of hands was sought and 30/35 (out of c100) responded positively. Richard advised that we were waiting to see how Translink responded to the Consumer Council’s representations. The Chairman said the residents didn’t necessarily want a bus service through the area, but one that is easily accessible to residents.

Neighbourhood Watch- Richard O’ Brien introduced this subject with a short account of the establishment of the Neighbourhood Watch initiative. There are presently six million people in sixteen thousand Neighbourhood Watch groups throughout the UK.  He then introduced  Gareth McKeown of ‘B’ District PSNI.  He went on to outline his work with Community Safety Projects in schools in East Belfast, with Safety of Seniors events and with various agencies in providing reassurance to vulnerable members of the community. He outlined the process of accreditation for new schemes and the advantages of the schemes, which raise community spirit, improve communication with PSNI (albeit no guarantee of faster callout response times) and reduce household insurance premiums. As part of the application process, leaflets will be issued to each household in the area and the scheme can be put in place if an acceptance level of over 40% is achieved. For the RACKS area, 1 overseer and 4 deputies were required- additionally a number of coordinators will be required to liaise with PSNI. Richard O’Brien is taking forward the application and will act as scheme overseer for the area.  When the scheme is in operation, possibly in six to eight weeks, signs will be erected in the area.  Richard O’Brien asked anyone who was interested in becoming one of the co-ordinators to make contact with him.

Environment-Richard O’Brien advised that he had contacted Belfast City Council re the dog fouling problem and they had agreed to clean the pavements in the area, to erect signs re penalties, to put in place bins and to make dog wardens aware of the issue. Dog Wardens will then carry out patrols in the area, and issue fines to dog owners in breach of the rules.

Richard then explained a little of the history of the Shandon Park Mound, which is under the care of Environment and Heritage Service.

He advised that he had been in contact with the Service regarding graffiti and drinking problems at the mound in Shandon Park. As a result, their warden had inspected the site and was due to meet his Line Manager shortly to discuss provision of better security in the evenings. Unauthorised access to the site was being achieved through the fence between the mound and Shandon Park Golf Club and Richard considered that better fencing on Shandon Park gate was also required. A further meeting between the Heritage Service and local residents would be held to discuss concerns. This was welcomed, given an increase in problems reported by a number of attendees. Richard had asked PSNI Community Officer for increased patrolling and residents were asked to contact Strandtown police if they noticed any problem behaviour.  

Traffic- Chairman referred to raising of the profile of this issue in the Talkback programme. Additionally, following lack of progress in direct contact with PSNI in relation to non prosecution of drivers speeding at up to 46mph within 30mph limits, a formal question on this issue had been raised by Committee members at a recent District Policing Board meeting at Castlereagh. No verbal response was forthcoming, but their written response is awaited. Meeting was advised of the forthcoming meeting with DPP in the Park Avenue Hotel on 13 June and attention was drawn to the 2 questions outlined in the handout for this meeting. Attendance by residents at the DPP meeting was encouraged.

In response to questions from the Chair, a number of attendees reported increased problems re speeding in the area and also problems with cars playing music very loudly late at night. The difficulties for PSNI in dealing with cars parked on the pavement and causing obstruction to pedestrians, and particularly mothers with prams, were outlined by Naomi Long and it appears that legislative change is required to deal with this issue. Also, it is difficult to gather evidence for reckless/dangerous driving.

In relation to traffic calming, DOE has advised that funding is available for the RACKS area subject to satisfactory outcome of consultation with residents who will be given details of proposed measures later this summer- if a large response is obtained, a public meeting will be held before plans are finalised.

Re footpaths, DOE had inspected these in our area and had found them to be in safe condition with no major improvement works planned before 2009/10 but patching repairs will be carried out.

Re hedges, where these are not trimmed and thereby safety is affected, DOE will issue a number of hedge cutting notices later in the year.

Re A55 road widening scheme, the Chairman outlined how local concerns re the scheme had been outlined at a meeting with Roads Service on 27 March, particularly in relation to proposed permanent traffic light right turn into Shandon Park which will greatly increase the volume of traffic using Shandon Park/Kensington Road. These concerns had also been put in writing to them, and Association representatives had been advised that the Road Service was “still in listening mode”. However, in a Press Release in early May, Conor Murphy (Minister for Regional Development) announced that Option D was the option recommended by the Road Service which indicated that perhaps the “listening mode” had ended and indeed information obtained under the Freedom of Information Act showed that a decision in this regard had been taken as early as February 2007. Option D includes the Ascot Link, the traffic light permanent right turn into Shandon and the widening of the 4 lanes between Knock hill and the Kings Road junction. Residents were encouraged to write to Mr Murphy with some guidelines set out in the handout issued at this meeting. Chair advised that it was the intention to try to meet Mr Murphy to voice local concerns directly and to encourage meaningful formal consultation with residents. Naomi Long suggested use of local elected representative was best means of achieving this, and undertook to take our concerns forward to the Minister.

There was a discussion on the various aspects of the traffic issue, including the bottlenecks which currently exist at the junctions of the A55 with the Kings Road and the Upper Newtownards Road. One of the residents felt that the traffic will be encouraged to travel through our area to take the pressure off these junctions.

Jackie McKillen raised the issue of Traffic Calming, and felt that there should be an agreed response from residents.  It was suggested that a meeting of residents should take place to discuss this response when residents received Roads Service notification. 

Chair called for coordinated solid response from residents to fight the danger of the area being increasingly used as rat run. Concern also voiced that lack of traffic light controlled turn into Kensington Road was a safety issue and that the needs of users of the Hospice needed to be taken into account. Meeting advised that guidelines re spacing of traffic lights probably mitigated against installation of further traffic lights in the affected stretch of road other than at the existing sites.

The general feeling of residents was that we are happy for local traffic to use the roads in the area, but we don’t want to make it easy for commuters.

Planning

Peter Barbour spoke on the matter of planning issues in the area.  The feeling was  that we should be encouraging appropriate and sympathetic developments in the area.

He gave an update on the schemes: 117-119 Shandon park, and 55-57 Kensington Road.  The Kensington Road proposal is for a number of three storey townhouses in a dense development.  Committee representatives have met with the planners on a number of issues.  We have asked about the extension of the area of Townscape Character, and also how residents can have their concerns taken into account.  

Any objections should highlight specific points, which were outlined in the handout given to those present.

As third party objectors, we need to work through our local representatives.  Thanks were due to Cllr. Naomi Long MLA for all her help to date.

She asked that any letters of objection be copied to local representatives.  She herself meets regularly with the planners, and again, will take forward our concerns.

A resident from Kensington Road raised the matter of work already in progress on the Kensington Road site.  Ms. Long explained that the developers were “proceeding at risk”.  Unfortunately, the level of enforcement is limited, and until the fines are appropriate, we will continue to have these problems.

The Chairman thanked the Captain, Council, and members of Shandon Park Golf Club for the use of the function room for the Association meeting.

The Chairman thanked Adream, who host the Association website: www.racks.org.uk
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed.
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