Residents’ Association Of Cherryvalley, Kensington & Shandon

Annual Report by the Chair to the Annual General Meeting 23-Mar-2009

I am pleased to present the second Annual Report to the Association.  We have focussed on 4 topics:

Traffic, which poses threats to safety and the residential character of the area;

Development and Planning, to thwart developers ruining the residential character of the area;

Environment, primarily the Shandon Mound, and the curse of dog-fouling; and

Neighbourhood Watch scheme since crime has become more prevalent in the area.

1
TRAFFIC

Traffic Calming measures, after public consultation, have now been installed by Roads Service:

· As you have heard from Roads Service this evening, there is one feature still to be installed on Kensington Road.

· Initial impressions are that the traffic has slowed, however the volume of traffic is unabated.

· We hear that developers are trying to influence the authorities to dilute the scheme.  We have asked Roads Service to complete the scheme as published, and seek your support and that of our elected representatives to ensure that the wishes of the community are not circumvented.

The Knock Road widening was announced in May 2007.  We met Roads Service recently:

· Roads Service is still undertaking the statutory impact assessments.  Further announcements are expected in the Autumn.   The scheme currently has no funding until 2012/13, although this might change.

· We are convinced that Roads Service has under-estimated the adverse impact that the 24-hour right turn into Shandon Park will have on our area, and we will continue to press for further analytical assessment of likely traffic flows, and of the environmental impact on residents.

· We do not believe this scheme offers good value for public funds.

· We WILL insist on a Public Enquiry and coordinate robust objections to the current plan.  

2
DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING

Peter Barbour and Graeme Hamilton, supported by Richard O’Brien, have led on these matters:

We are not against development.  We do not object to every planning application – e.g. for extensions, or an additional dwelling in a sizeable back garden.  However, Association members have emphasised that developments should be sympathetic to the tone and existing residential character of the area.

We keep a watch on planning applications and will continue to advise neighbouring residents if there are controversial developments considered likely to have an adverse impact on the character and amenity of the area, for example intensive high-density development.

We have developed an ‘Objectors Guide’’ that will help residents focus any objections in the context of the published planning policies which the Planning Service take into account.  It will be posted on our website www.racks.org.uk and copies are available tonight.

Meanwhile, the Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan, BMAP, which could provide some protection to the area, continues to drag on.  The authorities seem oblivious to the timescales.

Planning Applications: To update residents on a number of high profile applications:

· At 55-57 Kensington Road, Brooke Cottage was demolished.  The number of dwellings has been reduced by one, and amendments made to reduce overlooking of neighbouring properties, and increased re-planting.  The matter had been substantially decided before RACKS formed;

· At 56-58 Cherryvalley Park, outline permission to replace two period properties with five new dwellings was refused;

· At 7 Kensington Park, an application to replace the property with three new dwellings was refused.  A new proposal to replace the house by two dwellings has been submitted;

· At 135 Shandon Park, an application has been submitted to replace the property with four dwellings.  We understand that Tree Protection Orders had been issued.  Trees have been felled and residents have probably noted the new, open appearance of the site.  We look forward to a robust investigation by the Department of the Environment and a just outcome;

· Next door to 135 Shandon Park, at 33 Kensington Road, an application was submitted to extend the house, build five houses behind and add a substantial house in front.  This has since been revised reducing the number of houses behind to three and dropping the additional house in the front garden.

Kensington Flood Alleviation Project: After the flooding of recent years, we have lobbied the authorities with the resultant scheme, which you have heard about this evening.

3
ENVIRONMENT

Richard O’Brien has worked tirelessly to help progress Environment matters.

Shandon Mound:

· RACKS is negotiating with the N.I. Environment Agency for members of the Committee to hold keys & be responsible for opening, closing & maintaining the grounds (i.e. lifting litter).  We hope these negotiations will be complete within the next 4 weeks.

· There will also be regular maintenance carried out by the NIEA to keep the monument & the area in a well-maintained state.

· We hope that we now have a long term solution allowing residents and visitors to enjoy this historic monument.

Dog Warden Service (Environmental Health Service)

· Environmental Health Service has now taken delivery of quad bikes to be used throughout Belfast in removing dog fouling & disinfecting footpaths.  Unfortunately, EHS cannot give us a date when these vehicles will be employed in this area.

· We are still negotiating with EHS to have refuse bins provided in the area.

· For information, since April 2008 Dog Wardens in Belfast have issued over 100 Fixed Penalty notices to owners whose dogs have fouled areas.

4
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH / POLICING

Richard O’Brien is our Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.  Our thanks to him and to the Police Service of Northern Ireland at Strandtown for their focus on our area.

· Since RACKS established its Neighbourhood Watch, the scheme has had great success.

· There is regular contact with the Neighbourhood Policing Team who have been successful in apprehending a number of perpetrators.

· Please report any suspicious behaviour to the Neighbourhood Policing Team at Strandtown, phone number 0845 600 8000, extn 15062, or speak to you Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator.

· A number of leaflets containing useful information & telephone numbers was distributed before Christmas & we hope that these have proved useful.

· Neighbourhood Watch is not just about reducing crime - it is about building community spirit & getting together with your neighbours to reduce local crime, making communities safer & better places to live, work & play.

· RACKS Committee members attend the Community Police Liaison Committee, the CPLC, for Strandtown/Ballyhackamore.  This has now become a new initiative called PACT – Police, Partners & Communities Together.  Its members consist of local representatives of Residents Associations & Community Groups, Church Bodies & local businesses.  MLAs & Councillors attend the meetings but are not on the PACT panel.  PACT can request Government Departments & Bodies e.g. DRD, Local Councils, Housing Executive, to attend to answer questions raised by the public.

5
TREASURERS REPORT

The Treasurer, Heather O’Brien, has been most adept at collecting cash:

· From 167 paid up members (a slight increase on last year)

· The Association has received no grants in the past year although we shall apply to Belfast City Council in April 2009.

· After expenses, mainly for stationery, we have a closing balance of £2,761, up from last year’s £2,062.

The year ahead will require significant outlay to defend the area from the A55 widening scheme, and we expect that our scarce funds will be stretched.  I encourage you to pay your annual subscription.

6
CLOSING REMARKS

We met a significant number of public bodies and lobbied elected representatives.  We offer our thanks to our MP, MLAs and councillors who have supported our causes.

I offer my thanks to the outgoing committee for their energetic activities over the last twelve months.  Any new volunteers would be most welcome, there is a busy twelve months ahead.

We also thank Shandon Park Golf Club for allowing us use of their facilities.

Before I vacate the Chair, the Committee will be pleased to take any questions.

Ian Ratcliffe, Chair, Residents’ Association of Cherryvalley, Kensington and Shandon, 23 March 2009

www.racks.org.uk


