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I am Ian Ratcliffe, presenting the twelfth annual report on RACKS since we formed in 2007. 
 
It has been another quiet year, perhaps as a result of the impasse at Stormont, and no new legislation or 
plans.  We trust that the political parties get their acts together to govern Northern Ireland soon. 

 
A55 Knock Road Widening Scheme 
 
There has been no change during the year, the Department for Infrastructure retains the scheme in its 
Strategic Road Improvement Programme, but funding is still not available. 
 
Other Traffic matters 
 
We have engaged with officials on several transport issues: 
 
 The junction at Shandon Park/Knock Road traffic lights is becoming increasingly hazardous, with 

‘right of way’ conflicts between right turning traffic from Shandon Park and Sandown Road.  We 
have written to Transport NI (TNI) asking it to address our concerns about the risk of collisions. 

 TNI has addressed potholes, resurfacing, mossy footways, and basal tree growth in the area. 
 Pedestrians find it dangerous at busy times trying to cross Gilnahirk Road to the shops at 

Cherryvalley.  TNI did commit enhancing the traffic lights to provide controlled pedestrian crossing 
of Gilnahirk Road at the junction with Kings Road, but they did a u-turn, effectively prioritising 
motorists’ convenience over pedestrian safety.  We challenged their decision and have managed to 
get our request up to #43 on the Council’s priority list but implementation is in the distant future; 

 Our perception is that vehicle speeds are increasing in the RACKS area as motorists become adept at 
navigating the traffic calming.  TNI officials have committed to reassessing the speed and volume of 
traffic in the RACKS area but have not confirmed a timescale for this survey yet. 

 
Planning issues 
 
There have been a few planning applications for additional dwellings, but RACKS does not become 
involved in these issues unless it is evident that there is widespread concern amongst residents, or the 
individual application raises planning matters impacting adversely on the long term development of our 
residential area. 
 
Environment 
 
 Northern Ireland Environment Agency opens Shandon Mound each Sunday from 12 noon to 4pm.  

RACKS has offered to perform opening and closing duties to extend access when NIEA is in a position 
to indemnify us from potential claims, however discussions has been protracted over 3 years now; 

 We have engaged with the Council to address graffiti and dog-fouling in the area; 
 We have also been considering how to protect and repair the black-tiled Victorian street signs that 

contribute to the character of our area and are researching ‘listed’ status and potential funding; 
 The traffic island at the junction of Kensington Road and Knock Road often looks uncared for and 

detracts from the character of the area.  We have achieved potential funding from the Henderson 
SPAR group for the island to be landscaped and maintained and hope this will commence soon. 

 
Hedges 

We are again in the hedge growing season.  A number of front hedges obstruct footways, some of which 
are already narrow.  This is compounded on Kensington Road by the absence of one footway.  One 
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resident, forced to the edge of the footway on Kensington Road to avoid an overgrown hedge, reported 
being struck by a passing vehicle, though thankfully the resident was not seriously hurt.  It is a timely 
reminder to trim our hedges to avoid obstructing pedestrians.  We have asked all households in the 
RACKS area to ensure that their hedges allow safe passage for pedestrians on the footway.  Otherwise 
we will seek enforcement action from the relevant authorities.  

Neigbourhood Watch 
 
Morris Duncan has just given you an update.  Please consider volunteering to help, the effort required is 
not much more than being a good, vigilant neighbour. 
 
Website 
 
Alastair Bell has revised our website and we plan to keep it up to date with local developments and 
reference material.  Take a few minutes to check it occasionally. 

 
Financial Report for 2018 calendar year 
 
 Our income exceeded our expenditure by £59 resulting in a balance of funds at £2,765 at 31-Dec. 
 Most of our expenditure goes on maintaining the website, printing and the refreshments tonight; 
 We are researching options for community grant aid to minimise our membership fees.  This year we 

are able to offer free membership and hope this will increase the number and range of members. 
 
Survey and Strategy 
 
We have conducted a survey as you have heard from Alistair Bell, and will take the findings into account 
to develop strategic priorities for RACKS going forward. 
 
Election of Office Bearers 
 
During the year we co-opted three new committee members, Alastair Bell, Andrew Wright, and the 
return of Morris Duncan.  On the debit side, Michael Lockyer, a founder member, has decided it’s time 
to put his feet up.  I would like to thank Michael for his long service and wish him good health.  We 
would like to add a couple of new committee members to help share the workload and ensure that the 
committee is representative of the RACKS area.  It’s not onerous; if you can manage a few hours a year, 
you would be most welcome. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank: 
 
 Members of the Committee for the time they devote to the Association; 
 Our local councillors, MLAs and MP who help us to get our concerns addressed; 
 Members of RACKS for their support and attending this evening; and finally; 
 Shandon Park Golf Club for allowing us to use club premises for our AGM and committee meetings. 

 
That concludes my report. Thank you for your patience and support. 


