
Chairperson’s Report to RACKS AGM  -  1—May-2022                                                                               Page 1 
 

I am pleased to present our report on RACKS activity during the three years since our last AGM in April 
2019, somewhat delayed due to Covid19. 
 
I will keep my comments brief, there is additional detail on most subjects on our website 
www.racks.org.uk. 
 
Covid-19 
 
During the Covid-19 pandemic, thanks to Morris Duncan’s personal efforts, food parcels were 
distributed to needy residents in the area. 
 
Transport 

 
A55 Knock Road Widening Scheme 
 
The Department for Infrastructure retains the scheme in its Strategic Road Improvement Programme, 
but funding is still not available.  Demolition of two vested properties in Shandon Park took place 
recently and the site has been secured.  Although planned since the 1960s, its implementation date is 
uncertain. 
 
We have also asked, and the Minister agreed, that surplus land on the country side of the Scheme 
should be used to link Connswater and Comber greenways adjacent to the road.  This would create an 
amenity space, and provide a buffer from the fumes and noise pollution of the Knock Road.  This will be 
considered in the preparation of the Belfast Metropolitan Area Transport Plan.  We asked to be 
consulted but officials declined.  Apparently they prefer consultation to take place after they produce 
their plans rather than take taxpayers views into account during the preparation of plans.  
 
Shandon Park traffic lights 
 
Many collisions and near misses have occurred in recent years at the junction of Sandown Road, 
Shandon Park and Knock Road.  We advise the Department for Infrastructure Roads Service when we 
are aware of new collisions and have asked several times for separate sequences for traffic exiting 
Shandon Park and from Sandown Road to mitigate the risk of collisions.  They have now committed to 
remodelling the traffic flows to see if it is feasible without creating delays on Knock Road. 
 
Crossing Gilnahirk Road near the shops 
 
It is very difficult for pedestrians to cross Gilnahirk Road at busy times.  We have asked for a pedestrian 
crossing near-by, and it is on the Department’s ‘to do’ list.  We will continue to lobby for it to be given 
greater priority. 
 
Kings Square 
 
Although not in our area, the shopping centre is used by most residents.  We became aware of some 
pedestrians being injured by vehicles.  We engaged with the managing agents and expedited the 
remarking of parking spaces, pedestrian crossing, one way signs and speed limits. 
 
Kensington Road traffic island 
 

 We thought we had secured a sponsor for landscaping the traffic island opposite Marie Curie but 
unfortunately the sponsor was unable to meet the cost. 

http://www.racks.org.uk/
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Other Traffic matters 
 
We have engaged with officials on several traffic matters: 
  

 The Department has addressed potholes, resurfacing, mossy footways, blocked gullies and basal tree 
growth in the area, resurfacing of footways in the Cherryvalley Park area, and some resurfacing of 
roads eg Cherryvalley; 

 Officials have committed to reassessing the speed and volume of traffic in the RACKS area but have 
not confirmed a timescale for this survey yet.  We suggest waiting for traffic flows to return to 
something approaching pre-pandemic levels first. 

 
Planning issues 
 
There have been a few planning applications for additional dwellings in the area, none of widespread 
concern amongst residents, or impacting adversely on the long term development of our residential 
area. 
 
Environment 
 

 Northern Ireland Environment Agency opens Shandon Mound each Sunday from 12 noon to 4pm.  
RACKS considered performing opening and closing duties to extend access however we withdrew 
due to concerns over public liability, and difficulty of committing to a roster; 

 We have engaged with the Council to address graffiti and dog-fouling in the area, and a drinking den 
in Cherryvalley glen; 

 We have engaged with the Department for Infrastructure to tidy up its vested properties alongside 
the Knock Road; and 

 We have succeeded in achieving ‘listed’ status for the old Victorian tiles street signs in the area. 
 
Hedges 

We are again in the hedge growing season.  Particularly on the upper park of Kensington Road, a 

number of front hedges obstruct footways, some of which are already narrow.  This is compounded by 

the absence of one footway.  Watching a parent at rush hour trying to negotiate the footway pushing a 

pram with one hand, and holding onto another child with the other hand can be terrifying.  If your 

hedge is overgrown, please get it faced before there is a tragedy.  Otherwise we will seek enforcement 

action from the relevant authorities.  

Neigbourhood Watch 
 
The Neighbourhood Watch coordinator recently left the area.  We will consider how to reenergise and 
widen the scheme in the area. Please consider volunteering to help, the effort required is not much 
more than being a good, vigilant neighbour. 
 
Website 
 
Our website is regularly updated with local developments and reference material.   
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Financial Report for calendar years 2019-2021 
 

 We have had zero income; 

 As a result our assets have reduced to just under £2,400 with some costs due in 2022; 

 Most of our expenditure goes on maintaining the website, printing and the arrangements tonight; 

 Our membership fee is only £5 per household and we are grateful for your support. 
 
RACKS Strategy 2021-2024 
 
We have prepared a strategy which I will brief you on shortly. 
 
Election of Office Bearers 
 
We would like to add a couple of new committee members to help share the workload and ensure that 
the committee is representative of the RACKS area.  It’s not onerous; if you can manage a few hours a 
year, you would be most welcome. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank: 
 

 Our guest speakers this evening: 

 Members of the Committee for the time they devote to the Association; 

 Our local councillors, MLAs and MP who help us to get our concerns addressed; 

 Members of RACKS for their support and attending this evening; and  

 Shandon Park Golf Club for the use of its premises for our AGM and committee meetings. 
 

That concludes my report. Thank you for your patience and support. 
 
Ian Ratcliffe 
Chair, Residents’ Association of Cherryvalley, Kensington and Shandon 


